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What is an Airport Master Plan?

“An airport master plan is a comprehensive study 
of an airport and usually describes the short-, 

medium-, and long-term development plans to 
meet future aviation demand.“

-FAA Advisory Circular 150/5070-6B Airport Master Plans



What is Purpose of an Airport Master Plan?
A Plan that . . .
Provides guidelines for future development

Satisfies future aviation demand

Is financially feasible 

Identifies and responds to environmental and 
socioeconomic conditions 



» Airport master plans are regularly updated to support maintenance, 
development, expansion, and modernization of existing airports, as well as 
to justify construction of additional airports needed to accommodate 
growth in demand for aviation services. 
– If no prior planning document exists
– Unanticipated need for facilities or land that are not in the Master Plan
– Changes in taxiway configurations
– Significant change in existing facilities deterioration
– Documentable change in existing aircraft activity
– Significant changes to the passenger terminal needs
– Major economic change in the community
– Need to upgraded facility to support community economic initiatives

When Should We Begin a Master Plan? 



Maintain or enhance the 
safe operation 
of the Airport.

Enhance the 
efficiency of operations 

of the Airport.

Facilitate long-term Airport 
development through strategic land 

management planning.

Enhance the long-term fiscal 
sustainability of the Airport .

Minimize the impact of airport 
development through environmental 

awareness.

Engage stakeholders through 
open communication.

What are the Goals of an Airport Master Plan? 



AIRPORT REVIEW
DOT REVIEW
FAA REVIEW

Ultimate 
Land-Use Vision

Financial Feasibility 
Analysis

Implementation Plan

Capital Improvement 
Program

Select Preferred 
Alternatives

Evaluate Alternatives Study Documentation

Handouts
Tech Reports

ALP Set

AIRPORT ADOPTION FAA APPROVAL

Aeronautical Survey

Inventory of Existing 
Conditions  

Facility 
Requirements

Special Emphasis Studies

STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COLLABORATION PROGRAM 

Public
Involvement

Advisory Committee
Meeting #1 

Advisory Committee
Meeting #2 

Advisory Committee
Meeting #3 

Community
Outreach

Community
Outreach

Community
Outreach

Project Scoping

Project
Management Plan

Airport Visioning

Stakeholder Outreach 
& 

Collaboration Program 

Redlining

Contracting & 
DBE/WBE Engagement

Forecast of Aviation 
Activity 

FAA APPROVAL

DOCUMENTATIONSOLUTIONS AND IMPLEMENTATIONINVESTIGATIONPROJECT 
FORMULATION

Identify Alternatives

Public
Involvement

Solid Waste and 
Recycling Plan 

Environmental 
Overview and NEPA 

Guidance Airport Layout 
Plan & AGIS

What is the Planning Process?



What are the Deliverables? 
Airport Layout Plan: 

(Illustrates the plan)
Technical Report: 

(documents the why and how)

Forecast

RS&H
Centennial 
Airport

Inventory

RS&H
Centennial 
Airport

RS&H
Centennial 
Airport

Facility
Requirements

RS&H
Centennial 
Airport

Development 
Alternatives

RS&H
Centennial 
Airport

Implementation

RS&H
Centennial 
Airport

Airport Layout 
Plan



Study Design/Project Scoping O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J

Inform and 
Educate on 
Results

Continued 
Community 
Involvement and 
Coordination 

2020 2021 2022

How long could the study take? 

PROJECT 
FORMULATION INVESTIGATION SOLUTIONS AND IMPLEMENTATION DOCUMENTATION



Early and continuous 
stakeholder 
engagement 

Informed community

Transparency ‒ 
Regularly distribute 
factual information

Earns credibility, trust

Activity based 
development

Defensible and 
reasonable 

Take responsibility for 
your plan Support

APPROACH BENEFIT TO YOU

How do you Engage the Public?



THANK YOU
Any Questions
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